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Read: Malachi 3:19-20a; Psalm 98; 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12; Luke 21:5-19 

   So I think I mention this from time to time I love weddings. I love having them, I 

love getting ready for weddings, sitting down with the couple and working with 

them, helping them understand more of what it is to be a Christian husband and a 

Christian wife. It’s one of my favorite things. It’s tricky though because I find so 

much attention, when I sit down with people, is focused on the day. The day of 

the wedding itself instead of the life. And the day is great, everything is beautiful, 

everything is decked out, the music is big, the wedding party is like extravagant, 

all this stuff. So much is put into it, and I’m overwhelmed by it. I have this sense 

though, it’s not even something I choose it’s a reflex, I see it and I go isn’t this a 

bit much? Couldn’t we just tone it down a little bit? Cause it’s so big and I know 

you’re thinking like father jerk face up there, what the heck is he talking about. 

But like is there some truth to that because I’m a big fan of weddings but all the 

things, all the cost, all the stress, being part of a wedding it can take the heart of 

the day away. And I tell couples in marriage prep when I sit down with them you 

know it can be really simple. It doesn’t take much for the sacrament just a few 

people and the consent between you, that’s it! And it’s almost free like I’m cheap. 

I don’t charge anything. And I’m kinda only semi-joking – semi-joking. The reality 

of course is weddings are worth having, weddings are worth celebrating. These 

two people laying down their lives for each other asking God to make something 

new between them – one flesh. It’s a beautiful moment when the vocation of 

marriage starts. As long as that is remembered it’s a joyful day. Why I’m cautious 

though with weddings, as much as I love them and love being part of them, I’ve 

seen where that’s not remembered. Where all the stuff that goes into it steals joy. 

Right it’s that comparison of oh my goodness they used that at their wedding I 

can’t use it at mine anymore. Or did you see that dress, I can’t wear it at mine 

because they’re gonna think I copied. Or even worse when comparison becomes 

competition. I saw what they did I have to do it bigger. I have to do it better. All 

this stuff steals our joy from what should be one of the most happiest days in 

people’s lives. And not just in weddings but in life, comparison is the thief of joy. 

Comparison is the thief of joy. And if we give in to that demon of comparison, that 

trap of comparison, then everyone around us becomes a potential threat. 

Because it’s not enough just to have something good, I have to have something 



better. It’s not just enough to be good, I have to be better than that person. And 

we realize to walk down that road of comparison all the time is to live a joyless 

life. Comparison is the thief of joy and yet we know live in a world where 

comparison happens all the time, it’s constant. And so what it comes down to, I 

was thinking about this, praying about this, like if comparison is the thief of joy 

then you and I have to learn how to steal it back. You and I have to become 

experts in stealing joy back into our lives. There’s three steps. I think there’s three 

steps to stealing joy back from comparison. One is we have to look. We have to 

know where to look. So deer hunting season is coming up and I was thinking 

about this. It’s one thing to just go for a walk in the woods and if you see a deer or 

another animal you go that’s nice. That was a nice surprise. It’s another to go for a 

walk in the woods with a gun cause you’re not just going for a walk in the woods, 

and you stumble across an animal. When you go hunting you’re saying I know 

what I’m looking for. I’m here for a purpose. I’m seeking a certain thing and I 

wanna take it back with me. You don’t go hunting in a city, you go hunting in the 

woods. You know where to look. Same in the spiritual life. I was speaking with 

someone recently he said I always, when I read my Bible, I have a highlighter or a 

pen in my hand and he said because I could just meander through the Bible, but 

he says I know God wants to speak to me every single time I pick up the Bible. 

And so I read my Bible with a highlighter or pen in my hand cause God I’m ready. 

I’m ready for you to talk to me in a certain way cause he’s actively looking. And he 

knows where to look to find God speaking to him. Again if we’re gonna steal joy 

back from comparison we need to look and we need to know where to look. And 

so the question is where are you looking? St. Paul in his letter to the 

Thessalonians today he says there are some people here in this community today, 

there are some people here your not keeping busy but minding the business of 

others. Basically meaning you’re looking in somebody else’s lane. You’re so 

preoccupied with what somebody else has or what they’re doing, you’re missing 

out on what you have and what you should be doing; what God is trying to give 

you. One of the first things they teach you when you’re learning to drive a car is 

keep your eyes in front of you on the road. Why? Because your car will go where 

your eyes are looking. And the same thing with our hearts. Same thing is true for 

our hearts. Your heart will follow where your eyes are looking, where your heart 

is searching. So where are you looking? Are you looking at what you’ve been 

given? Your blessings? Or are you minding the business of others? Are you living a 



life of comparison seeing if you’re better or worse than others? If we want to 

steal joy back from comparison we need to look at our blessings. We have to 

know what we’re looking for. Because when we find what we’re looking for, when 

we see those blessings, that moves to the next movement which is to give thanks. 

Right, the second step to steal joy back is to give thanks. There was a restaurant 

that we used to go to when we were seminarians living in Columbus, Ohio and the 

owner was Catholic, so we got to know him studying to be priests and he had this 

super popular Italian restaurant. So many people came; everybody in the city 

loved it. And we told him that night this is great, but he said in response oh that’s 

where you’re wrong. And I said what do you mean? And he says that’s what 

everybody says. Oh Mario, your restaurant is so full, you do so well. You look out 

and you see all the people who are sitting in the chairs. He said I look at the same 

restaurant and all I see are the empty chairs. And every one of those empty chairs 

is costing me like $40 an hour and it ruins my night because all I see are those 

empty chairs. And I realize this like he told me that some fifteen years ago and 

almost not a Sunday goes by when I don’t do the exact same thing. People say 

hey we had a pretty good turn out this weekend for mass and I just think I guess. 

But all I saw were the empty pews. Or the people who haven’t come back after 

COVID or whatever other reason. Numbers are down. And I realize like that is the 

wrong way to think. That is the wrong way to approach life because I’m looking at 

it all wrong because you’re here. It might be fine for Mario to focus on the empty 

chairs because it’s his business, that’s money. But it’s 100% wrong for me to focus 

on the empty pews and to not focus on you. You are here and that is a reason to 

rejoice this morning. And I don’t mean all of you that are here, I mean YOU. So 

the fact that the seat next to you might be empty, okay. But the fact that you are 

in your seat right now that’s worth celebrating. Like you existing, like you being 

here this morning, even if it was just you, you’re the only person who showed up, 

that would be 100% worth saying lets have the best mass possible; let’s celebrate. 

Because a person who can steal joy has an attitude of abundance right? At that 

attitude that says I see what I have not what I don’t have. We can look at 

ourselves and do that comparison thing and say I don’t have as much as this 

person, I don’t have it as figured out as they do, I’m not as far as I wanna go. 

That’s an attitude of scarcity. An attitude of abundance says look at who God has 

made me to be, and I might not be where I wanna be yet but man I have gone so 

much farther than I was before. To look at that and be grateful in our lives 



because we realize the day will come. The day is gonna come and I mean it’s 

painful to let this touch our hearts, the day will come when you would give 

anything to have exactly what you have right now. Did you hear the gospel? Jesus’ 

words – my goodness. The day will come when none of this will be left. The day 

will come when in every one of our lives we would give anything to go back and 

have exactly what you and I have right now. Not more than we have right now, 

but to have the stuff we complain about right now. To have the people we don’t 

appreciate like we should. The things where we see the downside instead of the 

blessing. One day we’re gonna go and say I would give anything to have that back. 

There are times in my life, I know this, where I could’ve taken joy back, I could’ve 

stolen joy and I would’ve changed everything if I would’ve been willing to look. To 

see it and give thanks for it and that was the only difference. And this third piece, 

the last piece, if we’re gonna steal joy back from comparison we not only have to 

look for the blessing, we not only have to give thanks for those things, but we 

have to invite people into them. We have to be willing to invite people into our 

joy. Here’s what I mean. Some of you are difficult to love – let me explain. Not 

because you’re hard to love, some of you are resistant to being loved. Some of 

you are resistant to letting people make a big deal out of you. And not even a big 

deal like just receiving a compliment about the shirt you’re wearing or something. 

You ever do that where you just wanna give somebody a compliment and say nice 

shirt and they try to deflect it? Where they say oh this old thing I don’t even know 

if it’s clean I just found it on the floor this morning. And your like just take the 

darn compliment! Please! Or I say hey nice haircut and people deflect. Or the 

more clever deflectors say I didn’t get a haircut, I got them all cut. Yeah the last 

time I heard that I was already so old I fell off my dinosaur. Just stop it. Just 

receive the compliment. It’s just a way to deflect cause we don’t wanna allow 

people to celebrate us. We play that comparison game so much, we’re so worried 

about what people think – they’re better than me, I don’t want people to 

recognize me for this or that and we refuse to be invited. We refuse to be 

celebrated. But if you’re going to actually steal joy back from comparison, when 

people wanna make a big deal out of you, you gotta let them make a big deal out 

of you. And we say in response oh I’m trying to be humble. Listen, humility is 

about honesty so if someone is honestly giving you a compliment, receive it. 

Receive it! I think of the story of the prodigal son. The other son who the father 

goes out and talks to and the father tries to say everything I have is yours just 



receive it. And the older son won’t do it. The father wants to invite him into the 

joy, and he says no. But if we’re gonna be people who steal joy back from 

comparison it means we have to do all three of these things. We have to hunt 

down the blessings, not just in your life but in the lives of the people around you. 

Like to notice them and to give thanks for those things and then to be willing to 

say lets celebrate. You know guys I’m saying this up here, I am the worst at 

celebrating. I am German. I always go let’s get back to work, let’s get this thing 

done. We’ll rest in the next life, schnell schnell schnell. Let’s go let’s go let’s go. 

I’m the worst at celebrating but I wanna be better. Why? Because I don’t wanna 

let comparison continue to steal joy. I wanna rob comparison, I wanna steal joy 

back. Cause stealing joy is an active thing. It means you’ve said comparison is not 

an option anymore. It means I’m saying I’ve made a decision. I’m going to 

consistently choose to hunt down, to focus, to look for the blessings in my life and 

in the life of others. I’ve decided I’m committed to celebrating. To honor, praise, 

and thank God for the blessings in your life as well as in my life. It’s making that 

decision to say I’m gonna invite people into this celebration because people who 

have learned how to steal joy have learned how to celebrate each other. They’ve 

learned how to be invited into the celebration. And so this is the last thing, that’s 

one of the reasons it’s really good to have weddings. Because when you have a 

wedding, you get to make a guest list which is one of the most difficult things, 

tasks for couples but what an honor. Who are the people we’re gonna invite into 

our joy? Who are the people we are going to invite into what God has done in our 

lives? Who are the people we will let be part of this celebration? They’re gonna 

come together and share our joy because some things are just worth celebrating. 

And it’s not because they’re better. And it’s not because they’re the best but 

because they’re good. And you are one of those things. You are one of those 

people worth celebrating and it’s not because you’re the best and not because 

you are better but because you’re good. And good things are worth celebrating. 

Amen 


